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Chapter Three
THE  CAMPAIGN  OF MYSORE
It is better to see and to communicate the difficulties and
dangers of the enterprise, and to endeavour to overcome
them, than to be blind to everything but success till the
moment of difficulty comes, and then to despond.
ARTHUR WELLESLEY.
THE previous chapter having outstripped the narrative
we must now return to August 1798.
On the 19th of this month at five o'clock in the morning
the ship Fiti William from Calcutta bound for Madras ran
aground on the Saugor Reef. The weather was fair, the
pilot still aboard. What then made her behave in this
unseemly manner ?
Was it because amongst her passengers she carried the
person of Arthur Wellesley* who, with his regiment, was
proceeding to Fort St. George ?
Was it another incident in that chain of untoward circum-
stances that cropped up insistently in the early stages of his
career and threatened to bar his forward progress ?
He was getting on fast now, digging his roots firmly into
the earth; unless something ended his career he bade fair
to become a potent influence in the world of men.
The Saugor Reef lay in his path, perhaps it would do the
job. It very nearly did.
* He now signed himself Wellesley instead of Wesley in accordance
with his eldest brother's desire, who wished the family to revert to die
older form of the name.
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